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SUBJECT: Prime Farmlands Identifications 

DATE:    

 
Soil surveys prepared by the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) will be the basis for final 

determination of prime farmlands in West Virginia involving surface mining permits.  In these 
cases where soil surveys are not complete in a county and prime farmland involvement is 
possible, the SCS will conduct a soil survey for the permit area for final determination. 

 
If a permit application contains any areas with less than 10% slope and it is evident the 

area has been used for crops at least 5 years out of the last 20 years, it is possible that these areas 
could be considered prime farmlands. 

 
If this condition is present, you should check the SCS soil survey for that county.  If a 

soil survey does not exist for a particular county, you should consult the local SCS District 
Conservationist for prime farmland determination. 

 
In counties where soil surveys have been published, you must locate the permit on the 

soils map and by utilizing the symbols on the map, determine the soil types in the proposed area.  
Then, comparison with the attached list of soils constituting prime farmlands in West Virginia 
will have to be made.  If the soil type is considered prime farmland on the list, the District 
Conservationist for that county must be contacted for final determination. 

 
If the permit application involves prime farmland, all provisions of Sections 507(b)(16) 

and 515 (b)(7) of Public Law 95-87 and Section 10 of the West Virginia Surface Mining 
Regulations will apply. 
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MAPPING UNITS THAT ARE CONSIDERED 
 

PRIME FARMLAND IN WEST VIRGINIA 
 

  Allegheny loam, shale substratum, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

  Allegheny fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

  Allegheny silt loam, o to 3 percent slopes 

  Allegheny silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

  Allegheny silt loam, 2 to 8 percent slopes 

  Allegheny sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

  Allegheny sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

  Allegheny cobbly loam 

  Ashton fine sandy loam 

  Ashton fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

  Ashton fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

  Ashton loam 

  Ashton silt loam 

  Ashton silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

  Ashton silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

  Ashton silt loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes 

  Barbour and Pope fine sandy loams 

  Barbour and Pope fine sandy loams, high bottom 

  Barbour and Pope gravelly sandy loams 

  Barbour and Pope gravelly sandy loams, high bottom 

  Braddock gravelly loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

  Buchanan channery loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

  Calvin channery silt loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes 

  Calvin channery silt loam, neutral substratum, 3 to 10 percent slopes 

  Calvin silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

  Calvin silt loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes  
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Calvin silt loam, neutral substratum, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Calvin-Berks shaly silt loams, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Captina silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Chagrin silt loam 

Chagrin loam 

Chagrin loam gravelly variant, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Chagrin fine sandy loam 

Chavies fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Chavies fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Chavies gravelly sandy loam 

Chavies loam 

Chavies silt loam 

Cheat silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Clymer fine sandy loam 

Clymer fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Clymer fine sandy loam 3 to 10 percent slopes 

Clymer gravelly loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Clymer gravelly loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes 

Clymer loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Clymer loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Clymer loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes 

Cookport loam, 2 to 8 percent slopes 

Cotaco loam 

Cotaco silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Culleoka silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Culleoka-Westmoreland silt loams, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Dekalb fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Duffield gravelly silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Duffield silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes 
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Duffield silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Dunmore cherty silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Dunmore cherty fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Frankstown silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Frankstown shaly silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes 

Frankstown shaly silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Frederick gravelly loam, thick surface, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Frederick silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Frederick cherty silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Frederick cherty loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Gilpin silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Gilpin-Berks shaly silt loams, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Gilpin silt loam, soft shale substratum, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Gilpin silt loam, soft shale substratum, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Hackers loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Hackers loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Hackers silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Hackers silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Hackers silt loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes 

Hagerstown silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Hagerstown silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes 

Hagerstown silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Hagerstown silt loam, karst, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Hagerstwon silty clay loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Hagerstown and Frederick cherty silt loams, 2 to 6 percent slopes 

Haftsells and Wellston fine sandy loams, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Holston silt loam, 2 to 8 percent slopes 

Huntington silt loam 

Huntington fine sandy loam 
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Huntington fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Huntington fine sandy loam, 0 to 5 percent slopes 

Huntington loam 

Huntington silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Huntington silt loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes 

Huntington silt loam, local alluvium 

Huntington silty clay loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Huntington silt loam, low bottom 

Kanawha gravelly fine sandy loam 

Kanawha silt loam 

Kanawha loam 

Kanawha fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Kanawha fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Laidig channery loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Landes fine sandy loam 

Lily loam 

Lily loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Linden fine sandy loam 

Lindside silt loam 

Lobdell silt loam 

Markland silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

Markland silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes 

Mackesville channery silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Meckesville silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Monongahela and Tilsit silt loams, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Monongahela silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

Monongahela silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Moshannon silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Moshannon silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes  
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Moshannon silt loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes  

Moshannon gravelly silt loam 

Moshannon silt loam, coarse subsoil variant 

Murrill gravelly silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Murrill gravelly loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Murrill channery loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Muskingum silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Muskingum silt loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes 

Muskingum channery silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Nolin silt loam 

Philo gravelly loam 

Philo loam 

Philo fine sandy loam 

Philo silt loam 

Philo silt loam, high bottom 

Pope and Linden fine sandy loams 

Pope fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Pope fine sandy loam, 0 to 6 percent slopes 

Pope fine sandy loam, sandy subsoil variant 

Pope fine sandy loam 

Pope gravelly sandy loam 

Pope sandy loam 

Pope Variant sandy loam 

Pope loam 

Pope loamy sand 

Pope silt loam 

Pope gravelly sitl loam 

Rayne silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Rayne silt loam, 3 to 10 percent slopes 
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Sciotoville silt loam 

Sciotoville silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Senecaville silt loam 

Senecaville silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Sensabaugh silt loam 

Sequatchie fine sandy loam 

Sequatchie fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Shelocta silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Shelocta channery loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Shouns silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Summers loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Summers channery fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Teas and Calvin silt loams, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Teas-Calvin-Litz silt loams, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Westmoreland silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Wheeling fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Wheeling fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Wheeling sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Wheeling silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Wheeling silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

Zoar silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

Zoar silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes 
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